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Harrison Village Library  
Hours: 

Monday & Wednesday 1 – 7 PM 

Thursday 11 AM – 5 PM 

Saturday 10 AM – 2 PM 
 

Phone: (207) 583-2970 

Web: www.harrison.lib.me.us 
 

Library Director, Kathleen Kramer 

Library Assistant, Anita Micale 

Email: kkramer@harrison.lib.me.us 
 

For more information on all 

Library events, please 

call or visit. 
 

 
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Trustees and Officers of Harrison 

Village Library are elected for one-

year terms, each July, at the Annual 

Meeting.   
 

Current Officers are: 
 

Jon Whitney, President 

Mark Heidmann, Vice President 

Caroline Leonard, Secretary 

Sarah Bernard, Treasurer 
 

Additional Board Members: 

Meg Kirschner 

Karen Toohey 

Bill Wood 

 

 
 

Spring 2017

Community Forums Held at the Library 
 

While campaigning for the Maine House, Harrison resident Walter 

Riseman surveyed many of the people he spoke with about the issues 

they felt were most pressing, and released the results in a Bridgton 

News article. Harrison Village Library Director Kathleen Kramer took 

notice, and met with Riseman to discuss how the library could work 

with him to take measure of the public’s concerns. The resulting 

Community Forums, held at the library over the winter, have helped 

shape some of this spring’s library programming. 
 

At the initial Community Forum in January, Walter Riseman discussed 

the results of his surveys with a group of area residents. Uppermost on 

people’s minds: both the natural environment and the social 

environment here in Harrison. Preserving the beauty of the area by 

maintaining air and water quality, and improving the quality of life for 

local residents struggling to make ends meet emerged as key priorities, 

and the group expressed the desire for more education on these topics. 
 

The library first reached out to the Lakes Environmental Association, 

who asked staff researcher Amanda Pratt to prepare the program 

“Climate Change in the Lakes Region”. In her March presentation, 

Amanda outlined the ways in which the region's lakes are already 

Continued on page 2

 
Solar 101 presented by ReVision Energy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Film Club 
Thanks to the Friends of the 

Library’s sponsorship of our annual 

movie license, we have been able to 

screen many films newly released on 

DVD that you may not have had 

time to see when they were being 

shown in the theater. Highlights of 

the Film Club’s fall and winter 

selections included The Queen of 

Katwe, Fences, and La La Land. Here is 

our schedule for the summer (all 

show times are 6:00 p.m., and light 

refreshments are always served): 
 

Monday, June 19: Allied (2016; rated 

R; 124 minutes) Two spies fall in love 

while posing as a married couple for 

a mission in Casablanca during 

WWII. Later, the husband is forced 

to participate in an investigation to 

determine whether his wife is really 

a double agent working for the 

Nazis. Directed by Robert Zemeckis, 

and starring Brad Pitt and Marion 

Cotillard. 
 

Monday, July 31: Arrival (2016; rated 

PG-13; 116 minutes) A linguist tries 

to communicate with aliens who 

have suddenly arrived at various 

locations on Earth. Directed by Denis 

Villeneuve and starring Amy 

Adams, Jeremy Renner and Forest 

Whitaker. 
 

Monday, August 21: Southside with 

You (2016; rated PG-13; 84 minutes) 

Docudrama about Barack Obama's 

first date with Michelle Robinson, his 

future wife, during the summer of 

1989 in Chicago. Directed by Richard 

Tanne and starring Parker Sawyers 

and Tika Sumpter. 
 

Save the Date, Don’t Forget 
  

Save the Date: 

Monday, June 12, 4:00 p.m.: The 

Rescue of the U.S.S. Squalus 

Submarine, presented by David 

Ramsey 
 

Wednesday, June 28, 2:00 p.m.: From 

Foe to Friend: German POWs in 

Maine, presented by Hank Lunn 
 

Monday, July 10, 3:00 p.m.: Mime 

Chris Yerlig 
 

Wednesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m.: 

Engineering a Better World with 

Mad Science of Maine 
 

Thursday, August 10, 3:00 p.m.: 

Chewonki Traveling Natural History 

presents Biomimicry 
 

Sunday, September 17: 6th Annual 

HVL Golf Tournament at Lake Kezar 

Country Club 
 

Don’t Forget: 

--Our Summer Reading Program for 

kids will run from Saturday, June 

24-Saturday, August 19. Track the 

time you spend reading, and for 

every 10 hours you get to pick out a 

little prize, and be entered into a 

drawing for a big prize. 
 

--Last year’s Summer Reading 

Program for Adults was such a big 

hit, we’re bringing it back! Receive 

an entry into a weekly drawing for a 

$10 gift certificate to Bridgton Books 

with each book you check out. 

Thanks to the Friends of the Library 

for sponsoring this program! 

 

Community Forums 
Continued from page 1 

 

changing, as well as current climate 

forecasts and what those will mean 

for our lakes in the future, and 

discussed ways to increase 

community resilience to climate 

change. We also invited ReVision 

Energy to come and speak about the 

basics of solar energy and heat 

pumps, which they did in April with 

“Solar 101”, presented to a standing-

room only crowd (pictured above). 
 

Several members of the original 

Community Forum group expressed 

a desire to see some kind of 

community garden to raise produce, 

and while we explore the feasibility 

of this—we hope to offer a program 

on it later in the summer--they will 

cultivate a small demonstration 

garden right here at the library and 

give the harvest to the local food 

pantry and others in need. Anyone 

interested in helping with a larger 

garden in the future is encouraged to 

contact Kathleen Kramer for more 

information. 
 

Additional topics discussed at the 

Community Forums included 

improving broadband service in the 

area, attracting more young families, 

and addressing food insecurity. 

Keep an eye on our calendar for 

upcoming programs, as well as more 

meetings of the Forum; we’d love to 

hear your ideas and concerns. 

 

. 

At Left:  
Honing our 

counting 

and sorting 

skills during 

an Easter 

Egg Hunt at 

Storytime 

 

 

Tea Demystified 

 
 

We sampled several varieties of tea when 

Melinda Thomas of The Clipper Merchant 

Tea House presented Tea Demystified. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking Books 
 

We are pleased to offer two book 

discussion programs this summer 

through the Maine Humanities 

Council and Maine State Library. 

The first, “Let’s Talk About It”, is a 

discussion of 5 books over several 

months on the theme “Points of 

View”, which examines Islamic 

culture through fiction and memoirs. 
 

The series will be facilitated by 

Bowdoin College professor Samaa 

Abdurraqib,who will add depth and 

breadth to the conversation, create a 

good atmosphere for discussion and 

make sure everyone feels free to 

share their ideas and questions.  
 

The series begins June 26 with 

Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem 

Girlhood by Fatima Mernissi, and will 

continue July 17 with In the Country 

of Men by Hisham Matar, August 7 

with Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi, 

August 28 with House of Stone: A 

Memoir of Home, Family and a Lost 

Middle East by Anthony Shadid, and 

September 18 with Broken Verses by 

Kamila Shamsie. Series books are 

available for loan at the library; all 

discussions are on Mondays at 5:30, 

and will be held at the library. 
 

Our second discussion program is 

“Read ME”. Presented jointly by the 

Maine Humanities Council and the 

Maine State Library, this statewide 

summer reading program gets 

Maine’s adults all reading the same 

titles—by Maine authors, and 

recommended by a Maine author! 

Renowned author Monica Wood has 

chosen one fiction title, Unknown 

Caller by Debra Spark, and one non-

fiction title, The Moth: 50 True Stories, 

from the popular NPR show.  We 

will have multiple copies for loan, 

and will discuss the books here as a 

group (date TBA) before the Maine 

Humanities Council offers a large 
 

best-seller list, I want to run into an 

old friend at a fascinating program, 

and I really want to see La La Land on 

May 22 at the Film Club gathering! 

Do I have time to be part of this 

enterprise? No, I do not. I believe in 

being a lifetime learner, though, and 

being part of the library board helps 

me to challenge myself and gives me 

the opportunity to feel more 

connected to what really can be a 

friendly village. I am able to sit with 

intelligent and civic minded 

individuals who have come together 

to discuss how HVL can progress 

steadily into the future in a 

financially solvent and community 

driven way. It’s lovely to be part of 

something greater than the scope of 

my own life, and to be able to occupy 

my brain with creative ideas that 

might benefit this town that I love. 

We need more Board members; 

won’t you join me?   

 
52 Weeks of Giving 

 

HVL has partnered with the Paris 

Public Library, Norway Memorial 

Library, and Hamlin Memorial 

Library to offer a volunteer 

opportunity for kids called “52 

Weeks of Giving”. The program 

rotates weekly between the libraries, 

and each hosts a program or 

highlights a cause that contributes to 

community involvement or fosters 

kindness to others. Kids can 

participate with their home library 

once a month, or travel around and 

do something each week. HVL hosts 

the third week of each month; our 

next event at will be on June 15, 

when we make cards for fathers and 

grandfathers. In July we’ll be 

“chalking the walks” with positive 

messages, and in August creating 

crafts to brighten nursing homes. 

Please contact the library for details. 

 

public event (date and location 

TBA), where the authors will be 

interviewed live in front of an 

audience. 
 

To participate in either or both of 

these programs, please call or stop 

by the library. 

 

Join the Board 
 

Why Am I on the Board of Trustees? 

By Caroline Leonard, Secretary 
 

When my friend, Jane Riseman, 

asked me if I would be interested in 

joining the library board I had to 

consider what might be at risk. The 

Board meets on the second Thursday 

of every month, and I knew right 

away that my attendance at PTO 

meetings would be in jeopardy.  A 

mother of young children only gets 

so many passes out of the house each 

week! But I decided to give it a try; 

my grandmother was a librarian, and 

I grew up with a strong appreciation 

of what a library can offer a 

community. The very notion of 

loaning materials out to veritable 

strangers involves an underlying 

trust that bolsters my belief in the 

good of humanity. I love any place 

that welcomes me and wants me to 

take books, magazines, or movies 

home to enhance my life. 
 

Between you, me, and our Library 

Director, I don’t even patronize the 

library as much as I should. I work 

35 hours a week, and have three 

children who are currently on five 

sports teams. After walking the dog, 

attempting to complete my chores, 

and driving to practices and 

attending games there isn’t much 

time left. The important thing for me 

is that I want to go to the library. I 

want this place to stay strong in this 

town. I want it to be here for me 

when I’m ready to commit the time 

to reading the novel at the top of the 

 



 

 

 

 

               

               

               

               

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

date of Bear’s next visit. 
 

--Large Print Titles are available 

both from our own collection and 

from a rotating collection from the 

Maine State Library. 
 

--You can donate to the library 

online! Just follow the link on our 

website. 
 

--Free and discounted passes to the 

Portland Museum of Art and The 

Children’s Museum and Theater of 

Maine are available for library 

members.  Call or stop by to check 

availability. 
 

--Free access to the Ancestry.com 

database (for genealogy) is available 

on all library computers. 
 

--You can renew and reserve books 

online! Stop by or call to get your 

user name and password.  Lists of 

recent acquisitions are also available  

online.  Click the bookshelf icon on 

 the library’s website that says 
 “search the catalog”; when you are 

brought to the catalog, click “lists” to 

see what’s new. (You don’t need to be 

logged in to view the lists or search 

the catalog, but you do in order to 

renew or reserve.) 
 

--Like us on Facebook (under Pages, 

Harrison Village Library), follow us 

on Twitter (@ourHVL) and Instagram 

(harrisonvillagelibrary), or click on 

the calendar tab of our website: 

www.harrison.lib.me.us/calendar. 

html  to stay updated to the latest 

news and program info. 
 

--We are an authorized issuer of 

Portland Public Library cards, which 

in addition to being used to check out 

library materials from any of the PPL 

branches, may also be used to access 

services such as Mango Languages 

and Hoopla online streaming. 
 

--You can borrow ebooks and 

audiobooks for your tablet, 

smartphone or electronic reading 

device through the Maine InfoNet 

Download Library, aka the “Cloud 

Library.” All library patrons may use 

this service, which may be accessed 

by the link on our website. Please 

call or stop by for your card number. 

If you need help, we’ll be happy to 

walk you through the process of 

borrowing electronically 
 

--In addition to the weekly 

Storytime (Thursdays at 10:00), we 

also offer a monthly Traveling 

Storytime for preschools and 

daycares.  Please contact the library 

if you would like to arrange a visit to 

your daycare. We also have monthly 

visits from Bear the Reading Dog, a 

great way for young children to 

practice their read-aloud skills.  

Check the library calendar for the 
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4 Front Street  

P.O. Box 597 

Harrison, ME  04040 

Did You Know? 

Ongoing Programs and Services, and Other News    


