
2025 ANNUAL APPEAL

HVL STAFF
Kathleen Kramer 
Library Director

Allison Taber 
Youth Services Coordinator

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Chrsitine Bingham 
Carole Harris

Meg Kirschner
Jan Monteiro

Marianne Strickland 
Karen Toohey
Jon Whitney

Bill Wood

HVL BOARD OF TRUTEES

207-583-2970	    4 Front Street, Harrison, ME 04040	 www.harrison.lib.me.us

2024-2025 PROGRAMS 
Programs offered for adults included:
•	 Book Club
•	 Classic Film Series
•	 Read ME book discussions
•	 Body Positivity in Hiking with Paige 

Emerson
•	 Jolabokaflod with Andrew Harris
•	 A Classic Christmas Matinee
•	 The Allagash with Tim Caverly
•	 Award-Winning Movies of 2024
•	 Big Trees of Northern New England
•	 Local Government in Maine with the 
League of Women Voters

•	 Meet the Candidates
•	 The Austen Project
•	 Cloe Perley, Woman of Color with  

Caroline Grimm
•	 Author talks with Peggy DeBlois,  
Joanne Guzzi, David Florig,  
Amy Chapman, and Jennifer Dupree 

We also hosted our annual Open House, as 
well as Christmas in Harrison activities (Cookie 
Walk, Decorate a Gingerbread Man) and 
Fossils of Maine, which were open to all ages.

Programs for children birth to age 
18 included:
•	 Storytime, Traveling Storytime, 
ArtWednesday, and weekly visits 
to grades 3 and 4 at Harrison 
Elementary

•	 Storytime, Book Club and Open 
Library for Harrison Rec campers

•	 Summer programs: Family Game 
Time, Writers’ Workshop, Family 
Movie, and Magic Tree House Party

•	 The Hocus Pocus Party, cohosted 
by local realtor Pam Sessions

•	 Scary Stories in the Dark
•	 Trick or Treat at the Library
•	 Teen Jewelry Making Workshop
•	 Holiday Movie Pajama Party
•	 Storytime with Hoop Artist Nettie 
Gentempo

•	 Summer Reading Kickoff with  
Mad Science 

DEAR FRIENDS,
With the beauty of our New England fall season slowly fading and the winter soon knocking at our door it is that 
time of year when we come to you, our patrons and friends, asking for your support during our Annual Appeal.

Through your generosity, our Annual Appeal has become a significant part of our ability to provide programs 
and services of value to the community. During our annual budgeting process, we have to allocate our primary 
funding from the town (who provides 2/3 of our overall budget) to cover essential expenses like salaries, 
insurance, heating, and building maintenance – and some, but not all, programs and services. Our fundraising 
has to cover the balance of those budget items not covered by the town appropriation - items that are so valued 
and important to our community. 

Your donation makes a real impact. Over 7,400 patrons passed through our doors in the past year - that’s an 
average of 35 per day for each day we are open. Items loaned are nearing 10,000 annually. The number of 
children, with their parents, attending our weekly Storytime and Art Wednesdays keeps growing. Website visits 
and WiFi sessions together number nearly 5,000. The variety and frequency of individual programs of interest for 
patrons of all ages are consistently well attended and enjoyed (please see a more complete list of numbers and 
programs elsewhere in this brochure). 

Why this consistent growth in the use of our library? Why the continued need to call on the generosity of our 
friends to help support our library? 

Our growth comes from two places. First, we have great people behind the many services we provide, 
specifically, our leader, Library Director Kathleen Kramer and her coworker, Youth Services Coordinator, Allison 
Taber. They know the community and they know our patrons. Their ability to meet the needs and desires for 
services is an exercise in attention, engagement, ability, and creativity. We all benefit from their capabilties 
to consistently meet the moment every day the library is open. Additionally, our library is blessed with an 
enthusiastic, intelligent and hard working Board of Trustees, whose guiding hand protects and supports all that 
goes on here. And finally, are the wonderful Friends of Harrison Village Library who provide needed support and 
help throughout the year.

The second reason for our growth is that, with each passing year, the library has solidified itself as an oasis of 
welcome and calm, offering recognition and respect for everyone who passes through our doors. We are, for 
many, that “third place” – not home, not work, but a third place where people can congregate, converse, meet 
friends, or spend quiet time – a place separate from home or work, but safe, warm and welcoming.

Your donation supports not only your library, but the community in which it resides. A strong and healthy local 
library helps support the same in the community it serves. Please make a generous donation to our Annual 
Appeal and help support the mission of our library to provide valuable services to our patrons and improve the 
health and wellbeing of our community. 

Thank you for your donation. It is greatly appreciated.

Jon Whitney, President
Harrison Village Library Board of Trustees

Caswell Public Library / Harrison Village Library
1906 – 2026

Celebrating Our 120th Anniversary with Programs, Displays and Special Events!
Get on our email list for notifications – contact Kathleen at director@harrisonvillagelibrary.org.

More details and information will be available on our website as events are scheduled.



BY THE NUMBERS
7,435 	 Library Visits
9,748 	 Items Loaned
864 	 Downloadable Audiobooks  

Loaned
337 	 Downloadable Ebooks  

Loaned
1,524	 Items Loaned to patrons  

of other Chickadee Library  
Consortium Members

1,066 	 Items Loaned to HVL patrons  
from Chickadee Library  
Consortium Members

229 	 Items Requested through  
Interlibrary Loan

286	 Public Computer Use
71	 Meeting Room Use
3,417	 Website Visits
1,574	 Wifi Sessions

Ally the therapy dog, one of our newest  
volunteers (along with her human, Patti 
Dann), enjoys being read to by children.

Colonel Mustard, Professor Plum,  
Miss Scarlet and Mrs. White enjoy  
a round of Life-sized Clue in July.

Harrison residents participated in a  
community art project this past winter, 

creating origami butterflies and  
cranes to display in the library.

Nettie Gentempo wowed a packed  
house with her hooping skills in April.

Candidates for local office, although running unopposed,  
graciously answered questions at this spring’s Meet the Candidates.

Youth Services Coordinator Allison Taber poses with some  
of the participants of September’s Stuffy Sleepover.

Members of the Youth Advisory  
Group helped with September’s  

Stuffy Sleepover.

Several adults enjoyed a peaceful  
afternoon recently as they made  

Spooky Season Wreaths.

Harrison resident Toni Fuller (far right)  
volunteered to lead a pasta-making workshop  

in September.

WHAT A YEAR IT’S BEEN...! MANY THANKS TO OUR 2024 ANNUAL APPEAL DONORS
Connie Allen
Paula and Tony Alves
Meg Kirschner and Chris Amann
Paul Anastasia
Libby Armstrong
Donna and Dave Barker
Barbara Zeller and Robert Bean
Jane and Jerry Berman
Nancy and Patrick Bracken
Jennifer and James Buchanan
John Campbell
Roberta Cardone
Dolores Cassidy
Elizabeth Crowley
Carol and Larry Curtis
Ruth Darcy
Martha and Hobart Denison
Faith and Jon Deveaux
Mary and Phil Devlin
Joan and James Doran
Andrea AskenDunn and Mike Dunn
Carol and Thomas Durkin
Pamela and Roderick Dyer
Tobie Feigenbaum
Donna Horne and Gregory Forsythe
Matthew Frank
Suzanne Frosch
Kathy Furey
Michael Furlong
Debbie Gahm
Carolee and Joe Garcia
Barbara and Peter Gately
Kimberly Genecco
Kathleen and Kevin Gilbert
Gail and Robert Gladstone
Kimberly and Andrew Gluck
Maureen Graney
Caroline Grimm
Joanne and Paul Guzzi
Janice Haley

Carole and Andrew Harris
Karyl and Richard Hayes
Martha and Bob Holden
Pam and Bill Holden
Brie and Colin Holme
Ray Holme
Susanne Howard
Connie Hudek
Scott Isdaner
Marielle Jackson
Phil Jackson
Ellen Janerico
Renee and Paul Joyce
Anne and Dave Kallander
Linda and Maurice Kautz
Richard Keen
Randall Kempton
Rilma Kempton
Anne Kirschner
Celeste Koehler
Judy and George Kostovick
Phyllis LaFontaine
Peggy and Steven Laperle
Judith and Peter Larson
Julie and Clifford Leaf
Lynne Seeley and Peter Lee
Harold Leino
Martha and Walter Leino
Harrison Lions Club
Sarah and Dale Lord
Beth Macdonald
Ann and Dennis Macro
Beverly Martin
Diana Maxfield-Cole, in memory of          
Daniel Maxfield
Deborah and Robert McBride
Constance and Elton McCausland
Pat McEachen
Susan and Bill McGinley
Beverly McHugh
Dianne and Scott McLaren

Beth Ellen and Frank McNamara
Annmarie and George Migausky
Bernadette and Raymond Miner
Ann Molloy
Martha and Roger Morrill
Deborah and Nicholas Mozzicato
Patricia and Michael Murrin
Diane and Phil Norris
Homer Pence
Gail Phaneuf
Nancy Pieri
Bettina and Alan Reid
Jan and Henry Rines
Linda and Ron Rokowski
Carol and Stanley Rothenberg
Charlene Scheiferstein
Richard Allen and Harold Schonbeck
Patricia Sprackland
Cathy and Paul Stander
Barbara and Ray Stauble
Dee and Tom Stegman
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Straub
Joanne Sullivan
Sally and John Sundborg
Jo and Bob Surette
Kaye and Richard Sykes
James Tarbox
Karen Taylor-Wholley
Karina and John Thompson
Karen and Peter Toohey
Alice and Joe Varde
Joyce Vernon
Janet and Doug Wall
Richard Webster
Berdice and Gene Whitney
Allison Hatfield and Jon Whitney
Madeline Wikler
Trudy and Brian Winslow
Christina and Jack Writer
Ginny and Sal Yerardi

WAYS TO DONATE
By MAIL: Send checks to Harrison Village LIbrary, P.O. Box 597, Harrison, ME 04040.  

A return envelope is included for your convenience.

Donate ONLINE: www.harrison.lib.me.us 

We have checked our list carefully. Kindly let us know if there is a error.

Harrison Village Library is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.


