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Fiction 

Celia Garth by Gwen Bristow 

Having had to make her own way in the world after her profligate guardian squandered her 

inheritance, Celia has worked as an apprentice in Mrs. Thorley's dress shop, the most fashionable 

in Charleston. When she is given the opportunity to prove her skill by making a gown for a 

wealthy and influential woman, Celia jumps at the chance, and things begin to look promising—

until the American Revolution arrives on her doorstep. An intriguing look at the lives of women 

during the period, and also how non-military support for the American cause helped carry the 

day. Modern readers should be aware that the issue of slavery is glossed over; the book was 

published in the 1950s. 

Small Things Like These by Claire Keegan 

Bill Furlong, born to an unwed teenaged mother, has made a respectable life for himself as a coal 

merchant, living in a small town in Ireland with his wife and daughters. It's Christmas time, 

1985, and he discovers something that will upend his world; integrity and courage are called for, 

and Bill delivers. Elegantly written, not long but complete and with incredible depth. A Book 

Club selection. 

Lake Effect by Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney 

Multiple viewpoints are offered by different characters in this tale of two families, neighbors, 

who disintegrate and re-form with the same, but differently configured, partners. Set in 

Rochester, NY in the 1970s, this breezy read offers a glimpse of suburban life during a period of 

upheaval.  

Cat's Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut 

In this satirical novel set just after World War II, the narrator, a writer attempting to write a book 

about what people were doing on the day Hiroshima was bombed, begins a correspondence with 

a son of a co-creator of the atomic bomb. He is drawn in to a chaotic circle surrounding the 

dictator of the fictional island of San Lorenzo. Reminiscent of Catch-22 and Candide, this will 

appeal to those who enjoy absurdist plots. A Book Club selection. 


