Recent Reads May 2026
Fiction
The Correspondent by Virgina Evans

The life of an elderly woman is revealed through a series of emails and letters with relatives,
friends, enemies and the odd celebrity. Sybil van Antwerp does not suffer fools gladly and has
gradually retreated from the sharper corners of the world. But like the rest of us, she cannot do it
all on her own, and her gradual return to a life of connection with loved ones makes for a tender
and heartwarming read.

I Who Have Never Known Men by Jacqueline Harpman

In an unnamed country in an unspecified time, a group of women who have been imprisoned for
at least a decade suddenly find themselves free. Who are they? How did they get here? Where is
everyone else? This provocative novel raises more questions than it answers, but at the same
time is oddly peaceful, asking the reader only to bear witness. Unusual and memorable. A Book
Club selection.

Heart the Lover by Lily King

A coming-of-age story following Casey/Jordan through college and beyond. Casey meets two
young men in a college class who dazzle her with their wit and intellect; nicknaming her Jordan,
after the character in The Great Gatsby, they draw her in and her own intellect is challenged and
horizons broadened by association. Romantic entanglements ensue with first one, then another;
things get complicated, Casey winds up badly hurt, and sees nothing of either man again for
another twenty years. King perfectly captures the turmoil constantly simmering below the
surface of young adulthood.

Audiobooks
Jamaica Inn by Daphne DuMaurier

She's best known for the psychological thriller Rebecca, but duMaurier also wrote over a dozen
other novels, as well as plays and works of non-fiction, and Jamaica Inn features just as thrilling
a plot, and just as much suspense. After the death of her mother, a young woman must live with
her aunt and uncle in a lonely tavern on a deserted moor. She quickly learns that her uncle is
deeply involved in some kind of criminal work, and that she can expect no help from her aunt
and must save herself and the innocent targets of her uncle and his cronies.

Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall

Beth and Gabriel were each other's first love until a misunderstanding separated them. Now Beth
is married to another man, and Gabriel has returned. Set in the present day, with flashbacks to



two earlier periods in the characters' lives, this love story/mystery is a real page turner, with the
shifting time frame acting to keep the reader slightly off balance until the reveal of a big secret.

The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O'Farrell

In her captivating way, O'Farrell takes the bare facts of a life—in this case, that of Lucrezia
de'Medici—and fleshes them out into a richly layered, spellbinding story. Little is known about
Lucrezia, other than that she was the fifth of eleven children of Cosimo de'Medici and Eleanor of
Toledo; she was married to the Duke of Ferrera in 1558at the age of 13, and was dead three years
later; portraits of her (fewer than half a dozen) have survived to this day. It may not be much to
go on, but O'Farrell has taken these sparse facts and turned them into engrossing historical
fiction.



